
 

 

Beecher Presbyterian Church             May 1, 2022 

Third Sunday of Easter  
 
 
 

 
 

The Great Catch 
John August Swanson, serigraph, 1993 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

*Indicates to please rise either in body or spirit 
Bold text indicates unison response 

 

Gathering Music                 Judy Smith 
 

Welcome, Concerns & Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Sing praises to God, O you saints of God. 
Give thanks to God’s holy name. 
    Praise God for the joyous gift of a new day. 
    Thank God for healing and ever-present love. 
Extol the one who lifts us up from defeat. 
Praise the one who upholds us when we are discouraged. 
    God sees and hears our weeping. 
    God lifts our souls from the pit of despair. 
Give thanks to God who turns mourning into dancing. 
Praise God who hears our cries and answers our prayers. 
    We have cried to you in need, O God. 
    We believe you are working to make us whole. 
 

*Hymn #122                        “Thine Is the Glory”          
 

Call to Confession                                                                        
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                          

Generous God, 
in Jesus you have shown us love, love that seeks, love that 
suffers, love that survives all things. You call us, even command 
us, to show that love in our lives. Yet we turn away from what 
you would have us do. We confess that the ways of love are not 
our ways. We deny and ignore, hurt and hate, despise and reject. 
 

Have mercy on us. 
 

Help us to receive your love so that we can love others. 
Help us to receive your love so that we can love ourselves. 
Time for silent prayer and reflection. Amen. 



 

 

 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                       
The resurrection of Jesus shows us the grace of God 
is stronger than death and the love of God has no boundary. 
This is good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

*Response #579               “Glory Be to the Father”                                                            
 

The Word is Read and Proclaimed 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                               
Open our eyes that we may see. Open our hearts that we may  
feel your Spirit stirring. Open our ears to hearing of your Word,  
read and proclaimed. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading                                                         Acts 9:1–20 (Pg. 1178) 
9 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, 
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was 
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” 
The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and 
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were 
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no 
one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could 
see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to 
him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said 
to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of 
Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 
praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay 
his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, 
“Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done 



 

 

to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, 
for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before 
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and 
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he 
got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength. 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately 
he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

 

Special Music                                                                                  Judy Smith 
 

Gospel Reading                                                             John 21:1–19 (Pg. 1165) 
21 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea 
of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together 
were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, 
the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They 
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not 
know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have 
you?” They answered him, “No.”6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right 
side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it 
was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into 
the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, 



 

 

and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 
caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 
large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, 
the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now 
none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it 
was the Lord.13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did 
the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to 
the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 
of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time 
he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He 
said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt 
hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said 
to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you 
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a 
belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this 
to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he 
said to him, “Follow me.” 

Response:    This is the good news which we have received, 
  in which we stand, and by which we are saved. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

Meditation                                                                                  
 

Response to the Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith (The Apostle’s Creed) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 



 

 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

*Hymn #359                      “More Love to Thee, O Christ”        
 

Prayers of the People with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering to God our Gifts 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory                                                                                Judy Smith                                 
 

*Doxology   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Christ all people here below 
Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! 

Praise Holy Spirit ever more; 
Praise triune God whom we adore; 

Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! 
Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! 

Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu   -   ia! 
 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                 
 

Charge & Blessing                                                          
 

 

*Hymn #388                                    “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                                      
 

*Postlude                                                                                          Judy Smith                                                    
 

 



 

 

Beecher Life May 1, 2022 
 

Prayer for today: 
Living Lord, you meet us in unexpected places and surprise us with the 
abundance of your love. Feed us by your Word and fill us with your Spirit so 
that we may follow you this day, and always; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Savior. Amen. 
 

May Birthdays & Anniversaries:   29th Gus Cook, 18th Judy & Eric Smith 
 

Upcoming Events: 

May 10 – Presbytery Gathering at Lakeside Presbyterian Church  
                2690 Dixie Hwy, Lakeside Park, KY 41017     
Registration begins at 5:00 pm, Workshop 4:30 – 5:45 pm, meeting begins at 
6:00 pm, box dinners provided. Sign-up for the Gathering here:  
https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/presbytery-gathering-may-10-2022/            
 

Prayer List  
Please pray for: the leaders of our nation, the churches of our presbytery, 
Pete Eckerle, family of John Craynon, Ukraine, Joe, Melissa Eckerle, Marge 
Stoll, the Menefee family, Roy Heitman, Jerry Henry, Mike & Hila Illing, the 
Stryker’s, Margie Oelker, Bob Oelker, Alicia Smith, Daphne House, Hailey 
Smith, Ry Wessels, Rick Lowes, Jackie Rhodes, the Clearinghouse, Glen 
Wiesmann, Roberta Pavey, Phillip Smith, Steve Wessels, Terry Wilson, 
Deborah McLaughlin, Jim Thompson, Beecher Presbyterian Church, Jeri 
Smith.  
  
Minute for Mission         Beecher PC – What’s Going On? 
     There has been a ton of great things happening here at Beecher! We have 
two groups, an AA and NA, that meet in the basement on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings. The Clearinghouse is here on Wednesdays from 10:00 am 
till 4:00pm serving those who suffer from food insecurities along with 
clothing that has been donated, we receive a lot of clothing donations! We 
are actively engaged in the world around us, compassionately serving people 
who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. 
 

https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/presbytery-gathering-may-10-2022/


 

 

     Now that the weather is breaking, we will soon be starting on our 
renovations: new basement windows (they have been on order since the first 
of December!), painting the frames of the stained-glass windows and then 
new storm glass to protect them, building the facade over the boiler room 
which is currently covered with a black rubber membrane, and installing 
new doors that lead to the basement from the parking lot side of the church. 
Our grant that we received from the Dearborn Community Foundation is 
covering the cost of these renovations! We do need to put some “sweat 
equity” in, that is the labor to construct the new façade and replace the old 
doors. If you are interested in helping, please contact me! 
     Recently we had to have our sewer line cleaned out which inspired the 
session to do some improvements in the two restrooms in the basement. 
New flooring, toilets and painting along with new ceiling tiles are being 
installed. This makes it much nicer for the folks who are here throughout 
the week and of course on Sundays.  
     And then, some shingles blew off the roof, when it rains it pours. 
Fortunately, the roof is steep enough that there has not been any water 
damage, the roofers should be here this week to patch things up; actually, 
they just now showed up as I’m writing this letter!  
     While we are blessed with a healthy savings account thanks to the past 
saints who have faithfully supported the church and its ministry, it would be 
prudent if we raised some money to defer the costs of our current projects.  
The Session will be looking into ways to address this need over the next 

couple of weeks, additional information to follow.  Pastor Bob 
 

Questions for Reflection 
Jesus chose Peter, who had denied him in his hour of need, to tend his sheep 
and build his church. He chose Paul, who had persecuted Jesus’ followers, to 
proclaim the good news of the gospel. Can anything separate us from the 
love of God in Jesus Christ? What has Jesus chosen and called you to do? 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Thought Provoker 
One may master all the rules of conduct 
but fail to be a Christian for lack of love. 

Mere obedience to a law will never of itself produce love, 
because love is the very life of God 

and there is no system or set of rules 
whereby one can become its possessor. 

 
Alan Watts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit Beecher’s Website: Beecherpcusa.org 
Email: BeecherPCUSA@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/beecherpresbyterianchurch  
 

Pastor - Bob Northcutt cell: (804) 338-1261              Treasurer – Mike Eckerle   

Clerk/Financial Secretary - Melissa Eckerle            Organists -   Judy Smith  


